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MEMORANDUM TO: GENERAL SixcH 


We can find no record of earlier communi- 


cation referred to in the attached, 


ed 


Attached letter has been ac knowledged. 
Bee 


Al] y oe ei . 2h, December 1951 
DATE) 
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ILLEGIB 


ee ' Approved Forgialease BT ee coe 
3 Decemmer 4, 1951 


Gen, Walter B. Smith 
Central Intelligence Agency 
24D i. puree NeWe 

w ashington, De Ce 


Dear Generals 


; IT have ban a | 9 write for several months to give 
you the rest of the story gee ee You will recall that 
i wrote earlier this year from Germany. ve simce given up my position 


STAT with and have returmed to the States. You will also recall that 

STAT that 1 told you how steadfastly refused to give me an imterview 
or to tell me what really happened at Rheims to give him such a deep 
seated admiration for you, He merely asked me to send you a mes sage @fR 
his good will, which I did, He said you would umderstemd, 


In spite of his refusal to give me a story and I 
became very good friends, I visited im his home a number of = amd 
I think we had a lot im common, I am still correspomding with him. 
Before I left Germany I went by to see him for a last visit and to tell 
him goodbye. It was on this occasion that he fimally showed me a sheaf 
of notes he had made of his experiences and impressions at Rheims and 
told me the whole story of what happened, This included, of course, the 
bsis for his admiration for you, This was all, of course, with the 


| unspoken understanding that I would mever publish the story without his 
pemissions 


Altho it is somewhat like carrying coals to Newcastle to 
repeat the story to you, I a so briefly here merely because what . 
impressed him so greatly may not have tea@m the outstan.dimg problem dealt 
with at Rheims, itwas simply that the German delegatiom requested a 
48 hour delay in the effective date of the unconditional surrender to 
enable them to move several hundred thousand troops away from << and out 
of the hands off -~ the oncoming Russians, They felt that this would 
simply be saving the lives of thousands upom thousands of those men, 


He says that it seemed you were sympathetic to this proposal 
and took it up with Eisenhower who flatly turned it down, It seems there 
must have been some considerable discussion of this point, at least 
infdmally, and that kKisenhower's view prevailed, has mot 3 =STAT 
forgotten this, Probably no German would ever forget it if they kmew 
about i emecially now that postewar history has provem the Germans 
were right, As you well know there is a vast diserpency betwee the 
number of Germans taker imto Fussia amd those repatriated, Amd, as is 
as equally well known, Rissia has officially completed the repatri an 


The significant point about this whole matter is 
attitude toward it now, as the only living German who knows i spite 
the fact that he will probably mever forgive Eiserhower he will not 
talk, I doubtif he Ms told this story to even a half a w& zen of his 
clesest friends, iItis entirely possible that I am the only persom he 
ever told it t, When I pressed him for his reasons it rewealed even 
more clearly the adnimble traits of character this renarkable young 
German possesses, Perhaps you will disagree with me, 
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‘ His decision to remaim quiet is based si or th 

i _w. | the fact that 
ae uisenhower is not too well loved im commie he feels that Germany's 
whole future rests on the success of the North Atlamtic defense amy, 
andof our efforts to brimgs ahout a greater degree of coopera tiom 
betweem Luropean mations, including Gemany, 


_ Eisenhower was mever too well liked im Genna ‘for obviou 
ea ciesiad ee he was appoimted NAW commander fie Goanens receiv od it 
rch =< om ey would have preferred someone like Lucits Clay, Slowly 
eas a cup ke Ike a bite You know Eisevhower well enough to know that 
pasate ay of winning over people, even when ‘they dom't especially «=~. 
ata St eg et L | feels simply that if the Rheims story 
Had 2 7 +y own im Gemany the Germans would mever forgive Ike, There 
ace rid y 90 MAny German mothers and wives still looking towards the | 
ree er ¢ir Soms and husbands, He feels it would seriously damage 
s = ences of ever winning Geman cooperation, Even if Eisenhower 
ech pass out of the NAD picture the story would still carry loads 
or resentment mck int the hearts of Gemans, he feels, 


{aly be overemphasizing a thing like this -- im his om _ 
erpea fou m't know for sure, I © believe it would carry considerable 
Ht ight. ybe as much as he thinks, I spent about five years im 
Gemany myself and meak fluent Germam, I probably got to lmow then 

etter than most Americans who spent time there, He could very well be 


ri ght, 

"Il haven't rgiven Ei stat | . 

| ven Lisenhower, " told me, "I probably. 
rated a But Germany needs Eis enhower now and I agree that Eiceekeres 
7. ne a ny the logical man to command the Atlamtic Defense army because 
apes eames war pee aie! the re European Allies, Europe needs 

° is wm i 

birt his yenutetion niin Hae Et her will mever & anything that will 


Aside from all this is a : ) <e 

good European and a denocra 

Ueerles say arth I am not Speaking in the dogma tic sense of the ee 
one of the few Germans I ever met who really umderstood what STA 


demo cra 
bona hed meant, Lots of them paid lip service after the Americans 


I wuld not wish t suggest an an 
ything which does not ocazr to 
he Spontaneously, General, but I certaimly believe you will not be. 
re. cone ae a hee a this young ae up if you should happen to 
Te, OY any time, You have no idea ho 
py he would ppreciate a hand shake from you now, years peter hats 
& word of encouragement from a man whom he deeply admires, ; 


STAT 
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Gautier ee 


Walter B, Smith 

Central Intelligence Agency 
O40 E. Street, N.We 
Washingtom, D.C. 


